
“Clutch size" means the number of eggs laid per 

season by a nesting pair of birds. 

What is the average clutch size for these eggs in 

the Mason Exhibit?

Ostrich ____________________________

Turkey ____________________________

Great Horned Owl ___________________

Peahen ___________________________

Emu ______________________________

Goose ____________________________

Pheasant __________________________

Clutch Size

Incubation Time

Egg Size

Birds incubate their eggs to keep them at the 

proper temperature to ensure normal 

development. 

What is the average incubation time for these 

eggs in the Mason Exhibit?

Turkey ____________________________

Great Horned Owl ___________________

Peahen ___________________________

Emu ______________________________

Goose ____________________________

Blue duck _________________________

Egg size tends to be proportional to the size of 

the adult bird. 

Look at each egg. Number them biggest (1) to 

smallest (8). 

Turkey     __________ Ostrich __________

Quail       __________ Goose   __________

Pheasant __________ Duck     __________

Emu         __________ Chukar __________

Buffleheads…

a. reuse the same nest every year.

b. lay their eggs in the winter time.

c. line their nests with spiderwebs.

Common Goldeneyes…

a. lay their eggs in each others nest.

b. lay their eggs in rocks.

c. the male duck incubates the eggs.

Ruffed grouse…

a. lay eggs the same color as the nest.

b. move the eggs several times.

c. lay one egg per day for up to 2 weeks.

Willow Ptarmigan…

a. hatchlings will stay in the nest for several days.

b. eggs are perfectly round in shape.

c. eggs are bright red when laid.

Mourning Doves…

a. will only build their nests in maple trees.

b. lay one egg each year.

c. feed their hatchlings “milk”.

Canada Geese…

a. build their nests on a hill.

b. babies go to kindergarten.

c. will start singing when the eggs are 

hatching.

Harlequin Ducks…

a. use their chest feather to line the nest.

b. bury their eggs in mud to protect them.

c. will cry out and act hurt to scare predators away. 

You're a good Egg

Which of the following is true for each bird?

Egg Anatomy


